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Three Examples of God’s Choice in Israel’s Past
Romans 9:6-18

We come now to the most definitive section of Scripture about the role of God’s sovereign grace in His
selection of some people for salvation while at the same time letting others go their natural course under
sin’s control to judgement. Even as you read these words, no doubt you feel in yourself the objection,
“But that’s not fair!” You are certainly not alone. The Holy Spirit, through the pen of the Apostle Paul,
is going to address this concern in this chapter, but in a way that is surprising and unexpected.

For the passage in front of us, Paul introduces this difficult topic with examples from Israel’s past of
God’s sovereign choice in their ancestors. His point in all this is that not all who are children of
Abraham are also appointed as children of God. In fact, it’s going to get worse: God is in the business
now of appointing and calling to Himself sons and daughters who are also of Gentile extraction, and
pouring on them the promised Holy Spirit! God seems to delight in doing the unexpected as we will see
as we delve into this topic. If you have your mental arms around God, what you have is actually an idol;
a construct of your own making and not the biblical God.

1. Not all Israel is Israel. Huh? (Vv. 6-7a)

2. Examples from the Jewish Scriptures of God’s sovereign choice for salvation and blessing

a. Abraham and Sarah: the son of promise is Isaac, born of Sarah (vv. 7b-9; cf. Gen. 18:10-
14 and 21:1-13)

b. Isaac and Rebecca: Jacob the younger of the twins is chosen over Esau to receive the
blessing (vv. 10-13; cf. Gen. 25:19-23 and Mal. 1:2-3)

c. Moses and Pharaoh: Moses receives mercy, Pharaoh is hardened. Both are for the glory
of God (vv. 14-17; cf. Ex. 9:15-16 and 33:19)

3. God does what He wants. Okay? (v. 18)


